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Program – Tax Treaty Expert 
The program aims at preparing tax professionals in proficiency in tax treaty application – making them Experts in 
Tax Treaty Application. The total duration of program is 5 days and is composed of three levels – Foundation, 
Intermediate and Advanced Issues in Tax Treaty Application. Participants at each level obtain a certificate 
confirming their completion of the course. The program is also suitable for ADIT qualification students, which 
requires a significant theoretical knowledge of tax treaty and specifically the OECD Model Tax Convention. This 
course however is not only theoretical, but highly practical and next to analyses of OECD MTC, it focuses also on 
UN Model Tax Convention based on which Kazakhstan negotiated many of its tax treaties and most importantly, 
we teach and work with real life Kazakhstani tax treaties and real life Kazakhstani tax cases – including those 
decided by the Supreme Court. The Course includes analyses of tax treaties and case law of Kyrgyzstan and Russia.  

Level 1 – Foundations 
This is a one day introductory course, which provides participants with fundamental explanations of tax treaty 
issues that they may be encountering on daily basis. It provides both framework of tax treaty application and 
implementation but also very practical aspects of tax treaty application. 
Introduction to Tax Treaties 

- History 
- Scope of Tax Treaty (Geographic, Personal, Material) 
- Tax Treaty Structure 
- OECD and UN Model Tax Conventions and differences 

Practice with Selected Tax Treaties 
- Identification of differences with selected Articles 
- Explanation of differences and their practical implication 

Mean of Elimination of Double Taxation based on Tax Treaties 
- Situations of Dual Tax Residence 
- Situations of Dual Source 
- Situation of Source-Residence Double Taxations 

o Solution with allocation of taxing rights 
o Solution with Credit/Exemption Methods 

- Situations of Double Taxation Due to Transfer Pricing 
- Mutual Agreement Procedure 
- Arbitration based on Tax Treaties 

Practice with Selected Tax Treaties 
- Differences in Tie-breaker rules 
- Differences in Allocation of taxing rights 
- Differences in Application of methods for Elimination of Double Taxation 

Country Practice in Application of Tax Treaties 
- Mode of Application of Tax Treaties – Refund, Automatic Application, Procedures 
- Short presentations on Country practice
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Level 2 – Intermediate  
This is a 2-day-long course covers specific situations of tax treaty application in respect of different types 
of income and capital. The relevant provisions of tax treaty in analyzed in detail and are also presented 
on practical cases from regional and international practice. 
Taxation of Business Profits 

- Analyses of Article 7 – Allocation of Profits to Permanent Establishments 
- Allocation and deductibility of Head-Office Expenses 
- Practical implications of differences between different tax treaties 
- Case Study 

Permanent Establishment 
- Definition in Article 5 
- Interaction of Tax Treaty Definition of Permanent Establishment with Domestic Law  
- Practical implications of differences between different tax treaties 
- Case Studies 

Taxation of International Transport 
- Analyses of Article 8 
- Practical implications of differences between different tax treaties 
- Case Studies 

Taxation of Employees 
- Analyses of Article 15 
- Implications of Secondment of foreign employees 
- Practical implications of differences between different tax treaties 
- Case Studies 

Taxation of Self-Employed Professionals, Directors, Sporstmen and Artist 
- Analyses of Article 14 and interaction with Article 7 and Domestic Law 
- Analyses of Articles 16 and 17  
- Practical implications of differences between different tax treaties 
- Case Studies 

Taxation of Investment Income and Financial Activities 
- Taxation of Income from Immovable Property 
- Taxation of Income in form of Dividends, Interest and Royalties 
- Taxation of Cross-border leasing activities 
- Taxation of Insurance Activities 
- Taxation of Income from Sale of Property and Shares 
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Level 3 – Advance Issues in Tax Treaty Application 
This advanced 2-day-course is designed to provide advanced analyses of selected tax treaty issues. It is 
focused on selected issues which cause most common issues and disputes in international taxation. It 
also covers the aspects of tax planning and tax avoidance as well as country practices and 
recommendations of OECD BEPS project. The course also includes section on non-discrimination and 
interpretation of tax treaties. 
Special Issues with Cross-Border Services 

- Services and Witholding Taxation 
- Services and Permanent Establishment 
- Technical Services 
- Specific tax treaty differences 
- Cases 

Tax Planning and Tax Avoidance based on Tax Treaties 
- Tax Planning Structures 

o Holding Structure – Capital Gains and Dividends 
o Financing Structure 
o Listing on Stock-Exchange 

- Other Tax Avoidance Practices 
Abuse of Tax Tax Treaties and its prevention 

- Abuse of Tax Treaties 
- Defensive measures applied in different countries domestic law 
- Defensive measures in different tax treaties 
- Recent Cases 

Principle of Non-Discrimination 
- Analyses of Article 24 
- Practical aspects of Non-discrimination in cross-border situations 
- Recent Cases 

Tax Treaty Interpretation by Courts 
- Methods and principles of tax treaty interpretation 
- Judicial practice in tax treaty interpretation in selected countries 
- Usage of Commentaries to OECD and UN Model Tax Conventions 
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JUDr. Tomas Balco, LL.M, FCCA 
 
The course was developed and is thaught by Dr. Tomas Balco. 
Dr. Balco is a tax professional with over 15 years of combined practical experience 
in private (Big 4) and public sectors (Ministries of Finance of Chile, Czech Republic, 
Kazakhstan, Slovakia, European Commission) as well as research and academia in 
4 continents (Latin America, Europe , Africa and Asia) and 9 countries (Czech 
Republic, Slovakia, Austria, Mongolia, Chile, Belgium, Netherlands, Tajikistan and 
Kazakhstan).  
He currently works as general state counsel at Ministry of Finance of Slovak 
Republic (MFSR) and specializes in the area of international taxation, transfer 

pricing and tax harmonization in the EU. Along with that he is also leading the preparation of tax department of 
MFSR for the presidency in the European Council, which will start on 1 July 2016. In the period from 1 July 2016 to 
31 December 2016 the Slovak Republic will have a presidency in the European Council and will guide the process of 
implementation of the recommendations developed by the BEPS project in a consistent manner at EU level. 
Dr. Balco is directly involved in the work of the OECD (the Working Group №6 and the working group of the OECD 
Committee on Fiscal Affairs), and also in the work of other international organizations, including the International 
Committee of Experts of the United Nations in the field of tax cooperation. 
From 2006 to 2014. Dr. Balco worked in Kazakhstan, where he established the Central Asian Tax Research Center, 
where have been trained many young tax professionals and academics of Central Asia. He fluently speaks Russian 
and understands well the specifics of the region. For a period of 7 years (2008-2014), he was chairing the working 
group on tax issues of the American Chamber of Commerce in Kazakhstan. 
Dr. Balco is actively teaching in academic programs at International Tax Center at University of Leiden 
(Netherlands), University of Lausanne (Switzerland), University of Pretoria (South Africa), University of Ljubljana 
(Slovenia), Komensky University (Slovakia) and IBDT (Brazil) and has participated on research, consulting and 
recommendation projects for the governments of Kazakhstan, Slovakia and Tajikistan within the framework of 
World Bank, IFC, USAID, EU and other donor projects.  

 
 

 
  

 
 


